
Administrative Bloat 
How the CoB’s Central Admin has Grown in Recent Months 

 
Over the past several days USMNEWS.net has been chronicling the growth in the CoB’s central administration.  
That growth has led to the central administration hierarchy shown in Figure 1 below, setting the CoB up as a prime 
example of what USM provost Robert Lyman refers to as administrative bloat.           

 
Figure 1: CoB Administrative Bloat 

 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources tell USMNEWS.net that the CoB’s central administration has not been this expansive in its history, and 
particularly not so during economic times as difficult as these.  Figure 1 covers what could be called the “CoB 
dean’s office.”  Currently, there are 17 members of this administrative unit, making it larger than any of the CoB’s 
academic units.          

Lance Nail 
Dean 

Joseph Peyrefitte 
Senior Associate Dean 

Gwendolyn Pate 
Associate Dean, UG & 

Grad Students Services 

Elizabeth LaFleur 
Associate Dean, Gulf 

Coast Operations 

J.T. Tisdale 
Director of External 

Relations 

Amy Yeend 
Assistant Director of 

Career Services 

Patrick Browning 
Data & Assessment 

Coordinator 

Candice Carter 
Business Manager 

Jewel Tucker 
Assistant to the Dean Linda Jordan 

Assistant to the Associate 
Dean, Gulf Coast Ops 

Cheryl Wentzler 
Secretary 

Danielle Clarke 
Academic Advisor 

Brandy Cooley 
Academic Advisor 

Latandra Cowan 
Academic Advisor 

Marie Baker 
Academic Advisor 

Gennifer Hicks 
Academic Advisor 

Michelle Templeton 
Academic Advisor 


